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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE,
BERLIN.

The Prevention and Treatment of Venereal Diseases. - The
Emperor and Empress Frederick Hospital.

THE keen and intelligent interest taken by the Prussian
Government in medical questionc-where they affect the
public weal-is shown anew in a letter addressed to Professor
von Bergmann, as President of the "CCentral Committee for
the Organization of Post-graduate Medical Instruction in
Germany," by the Prussian Cultus-Minister. "Among the
weapons for combating infectious venereal diseases," so runs
the letter, " a proininent position must be given to thorough
anid up-to-date training of doctors in the diagnosis and treat-
ment of the various forms these diseases assume. It is a
matter of regret that there should still be membors of the
profession who-underrating the gravity of these diseases,
and the side of their calling which makes them warners and
advisers of the public-neglect not only timely and reiterated
enlightenment, but also timely energetic therapeutic
measures. To step in here with instruction and encourage-
ment seems to me an object worthy of the Central Com-
mittee for Organizing Post-graduate Instruction, and I there-
fore request your Excellency "-v. Bergmann has that title-
" to give your consideration to a scheme for making special
courses and general addresses on the nature, prevention, and
cure of infectious venereal diseases a permanent factor in the
cycles of lectures arranged by the Committee in Berlin and
in all towns where gratuitous post-graduate courses are held.
I look forward to receiving the expression of your Excellency's
opinion on the subject, together with an account of any
measures you may have already thought fit to take in the
direction here indicated."
The Special Committee of town councillors appointed to

prepare the material for the forthcoming debate on the en-
largement of the Emperor and Empress Frederick Children's
Hospital, held an important meeting just before Christmas.
The following resolutions were proposed:
to inquire of the Magistrates' Committee whether it is in accordance

with facts (a) that the demand for funds formulated by the Municipal
Hospital Committee for carrying out the urgently-necessary enlarge-
ment of the Emperor Frederick Hospital has been refused by the magi-
strates on financial grounds; and (b) that the demand for immediate
erection of a venereal disease department (of 130 beds) in the Moabit
Hospital under the direction of a specialist-likewise formulated by the
Hospital Committee-has been similarly refused.
After a long and thorough discussion of the questions in
all their bearings, the following resolutions were finally
formulated:

(I) To request the magistrates to prepare plans for the further com-
pletion of the hospital as speedily as possible, the temporary pavilions
to be replaced by permanent ones, without considerably increasing the
number of beds; and (2) to request the magistrates to take steps for
opening a syphilis department affiliated to one of the municipal hos-
pitals and under the direction of a specialist, without thereby dimin-
ishing the number of beds available for other diseases in the hospital-
the said syphilis department to be used until the opening of the syphilis
department in the Rudolf Virchow Hospital.

MANCHESTER.
Against Spitting.-Compulsory Notification of Phthkisis.

WE welcome the proposal that is about to be made to the
Manchester City Council that a by-law should be passed
jroviding that " No person shall spit on the floor, side, or
wall of any public carriage, or of any public hall, public
Waiting room, or place of public entertainment, whether ad-
mission thereto e obtained upon payment or not." The
penalty for a breach of the by-law would be a fine not ex-
Z*6eding £5.
The Manchester Medical Guild has addressed to the Man-

¢hester City Council a letter of protest against the proposal
to seek Parliamentary powers for the compulsory notification
of phthisis. The protest states that
,The proposal is one to which there are serious objections.

Medical men in close touch with cases of phthisis realize that
public opinion is not ripe for such a drastic procedure, and believe the
present system of voluntary notification, which gives the medical
attendant discretionary power in his privAte practice, to be quitesufficient.
As an experiment in the compulsory notification of phthisis
is now being tried at Sheffield, the Guild expresses the
opinion that it would be well to await the results of that
experimeht before committing Manchester to such a course.

CORRESPONDENCE,
SANITARY AUTHORITIES AND MILK SUPPLY.

SIR,-I have been interested in reading Dr. Hime's letter
on the question of sanitary authorities obtaining increased
powers of control over the milk supply. I think we medical
officers of health are nearly all of one mind if it is intended
that the sought-for control 'shall be given to all sanitary
authorities and not merely to a few. In recent years the
opposition offered to the authorities of many large towns in
thbeir claims for special powers of dairy and cowshed inspec-
tion outside their boundaries has been for the reason that we'
who have objected consider this question of the milk supply
as one of primary concern to every sanitary authority. It is
too often forgotten that some portion of the milk is sold
where it is produced, and that any evil results likely to
follow from its use must concern the authority of that dis-
trict as well as that of the far-off town community.

I may claim to have had a long and practical acquaintance
with this matter. My experience has been from inspections
made of cowsheds and dairy premises alike in towns varying
in population from 70,000 to smaller urban districts of 5,000
and less, and in a very wide rural area in Yorkshire. I have
seen many cowsheds where serious defects existed, but I have
never met with the equal of the conditions set forth by Dr.
Hime, especially that unique concen1ration of wrongs de-
scribed by him in the following sentence:

I happened to call at one farm, which I found supplied 6o- gallons of
iilk daily to one of the largest infirmaries in the district. Three
empty milk cans were standing in the sinkstone, along with a well-
filled chamber-pot and unwashed dinner things.
Most incongruous collection! to say nothing of that same
sinkstone having to serve as the family washstand and
dressing table as well.

I note that Dr. Hime was led to begin his inquiries as to
the condition of the farms outside the borough from what he
first saw within the borough boundary. I think his graphic
pen might have revealed to us some of the sights and condi-
tions he first saw within the borough. However, he probably
feels that he is now writing of conditions which existed years
ago in Bradford, and I doubt very much if to-day he could
find similar conditions as he has described anywhere in York-
shire. My experience of the conditions under which the milk
trade is carried on is that among the small cowkeepers, that
is, those having only a few cows in town and country districts
alike are to be found the sheds which are, most wanting in
every requirement for cows being kept in a healthy condition,
and where there is the least regard for the need for the cleanli-
ness of the milk vessels. Among those who make cowkeeping
their main occupation, I have seen many and great improve-
ments brought about in recent years, and it is absurd to
imagine, as might be inferred from much that is now being
written on this subject. that all rural or small urban sanitary
authorities and their officials are asleep, or are either ignorant
or wholly unmindful of their duties in the matter of looking
after the cowsheds in their districts.

I doubt whether a large number of the readers of the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, who are not specially interested
in the sanitary question, are aware of the very general and
permissive character of the powers which sanitary authori-
ties possess to regulate the conditions under which milch-cows
are kept, and for securing cleanliness in the handling and dis-
tribution of the milk. Regulations may be adopted. The'
reasonable requirements of the district council are to be com-
plied with regarding the sanitary condition of any newly oc-
cupied cowshed, while another standard is set up for premises
previously occupied. Yet much has been done in spite of
this want of statutory powers and of definite regulations,' a
great educational work has been going on, and the results are
to be seen everywhere, I should imagine, by the animals
being now better housed, that is, with more air space, better
light, cleaner premises, better drainage; but I regret that'so
little has been accomplished in providing adequate ventila-
tion, and I venture to think that there is generally more
reasonable care taken to secure cleanliness in the dairy and
freedom from infection in the distribution of the milk.
I must leave the medical officers of health for the districts

near to Bradford to defend themselves against Dr. Hime's
criticisms of their alleged indifference to this part of their
work, but if every statement made'was strictly accurate even
to-day, the remedy does not appear' to me to be' in granti'n
further piecemeal legislation, giving it first to this town and
the,n to that, but rather that the whole matter should be


